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ROEBOURNE–WITTENOOM ROAD UPGRADE — ASBESTOS CONTAMINATION 

756. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Transport: 

I refer to the minister’s comments in The West Australian on 28 September regarding delays to the upgrading of 
the Roebourne–Wittenoom Road, commonly known as the Karratha–Tom Price road, due to asbestos 
contamination concerns. Given that the Shire of Ashburton can no longer maintain the road due to health and 
safety concerns over potentially exposing its workers to asbestos, I ask — 

(1) Will the state government commit to taking ownership of the Karratha–Tom Price road? 

(2) Will the government immediately clean up the asbestos from the Karratha–Tom Price road? 

(3) Will the government introduce a maintenance program so that the Karratha–Tom Price road can continue 
to be used by the public, particularly station owners located alongside the road? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 

I thank the member for that question. 

(1)–(3) Of course we are committing to clean up that road as part of a project for the upgrade construction of the 
Karratha–Tom Price Road. This was not an ideal situation, but I note that the member opposite has been 
the member for North West Central for how many years, and did nothing for that road in all that time. 
We have gone out, and, yes — 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: How come you did not touch the road? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Minister, through the Chair. No interjections please, National Party. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: In the detailed investigations for those stages, that asbestos was discovered and, as a result, 
work is underway to clean up that project. It has been delayed, as we notified everybody. Those two stages will be 
delayed by about two months. It was not ideal, but because we are out there doing the work, we discovered the 
extent of the contamination. I thank the member for Pilbara for his advocacy for this project. It was the member 
for Pilbara who has seen this project back on the agenda because we know that for eight and a half years nothing 
was done by members on the other side. 
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